
SCOTT LAKERAM 
(347)-975-1830 
lakeram2@illinois.edu 

2710 S Veitch St Apt 105 
Arlington, VA 22206 

 

April 1st, 2025              
   
Monroe County School District 
241 Trumbo Road  
Key West. Florida, 33040  
  
Dear Hiring Committee,  
 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic interest in the position of Superintendent of Monroe County 
Public Schools. With over eight years of teaching, administrative, and leadership experience in 
educational institutions ranging from K–12 outreach to higher education, I am excited about the 
opportunity to serve a district committed to academic excellence, equity, and innovation. 

Currently completing my Ph.D. in Plant Biology with a minor in College Education at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, I bring a strong academic foundation that informs my leadership style and 
educational philosophy. My experiences as a Graduate Teaching Assistant in the School of Integrative 
Biology—where I’ve taught courses such as Honors Organismal Biology, Ecology, and The Biology of 
Dinosaurs—have consistently earned recognition, including repeated honors as a "Teacher Ranked as 
Excellent." These roles have deepened my understanding of curriculum design, differentiated instruction, 
and student engagement in both in-person and digital learning environments. 

To further enhance my instructional capabilities, I have earned multiple teaching certifications including a 
Certificate in Foundations of Teaching, a Graduate Teaching Certificate, and the Teacher Scholar 
Certificate. These credentials reflect my deep understanding of pedagogical best practices and my 
dedication to continuous improvement as an educator and leader. 

In parallel with my instructional experience, I have demonstrated extensive administrative leadership as 
Collections Manager of the Phillips Coal Ball Collection. In this role, I’ve supervised teams of 
undergraduate researchers, managed digitization projects spanning thousands of samples, and coordinated 
long-term preservation initiatives. These responsibilities have enhanced my skills in team development, 
budget management, and strategic planning—skills directly transferable to district-level administration. 

A former classroom teacher and long-time mentor to students from diverse backgrounds, I am deeply 
committed to serving and uplifting all learners. Through my outreach coordination with the Plants iView 
program and my involvement on the Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Steering Committee for the 
Juneau Icefield Research Program, I have championed inclusive practices that prioritize student voice and 
access. My approach to leadership is rooted in collaboration, transparency, and data-informed 
decision-making—qualities that align with Monroe County’s values. 

Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss how my 
experiences and values align with the goals of Monroe County Public Schools. 

   
Sincerely,  

 
Scott Lakeram 



 

 
 SCOTT LAKERAM 

(347)-975-1830 
lakeram2@illinois.edu 

2710 S Veitch St Apt 105 
Arlington, VA 2220 

 
EDUCATION 

 

  University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign                                        Anticipated December 2025 
Ph.D. Plant Biology (Paleobotany), Minor- College Education            
Dissertation- An Investigation of Terrestrial Arthropod Herbivory in Pennsylvanian Peat Forest 
Captured in Coprolites from Coal Balls. Advisor- Dr. Surangi Punyasena  
 
Texas A&M University, Geology                                                                                August 2020                         
M.S. Geology              
Thesis- Arthropod Predation of Cordaitean Pollen Cones in Pennsylvanian Coal Balls. Advisor-  
Dr. Anne Raymond 
 
Hofstra University, Geology                                                                                            May 2018                         
B.S. Geology, Minors- Biology and Music, cum laude with highest honors  
Thesis- A Geochemical and SEM Analysis of Silicified Dinosaur Coprolites from the Morrison 
Formation, Utah. Advisor- Dr. J. Bret Bennington  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History          2024-2025 
Predoctoral fellow 
 
Phillips Coal Ball Collection, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign      2020-present 
Collections Manager  
 

HONORS and AWARDS  
 

Maximizing Mentoring Relationships, CIMER          2024 
Teacher Scholar Certificate               2024 
Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology Image of the Month, March       2023 
Certificate in Foundations of Teaching           2022 
Graduate Teaching Certificate                2022 
Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology Image of the Month, October       
2021 
Teachers Ranked as Excellent UIUC                2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 
Sydney A. Mayer Award for Most Outstanding Geology Student, Hofstra University      2018  
Paleontological Society Student Poster Competition at GSA 3rd place (undergraduate)     2017  
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GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Big Ten Academic Alliance Smithsonian Fellowship            September 2024 
University of Illinois, School of Integrative Biology Research Fellowship         May 2024 
Clark Research Fellowship                   April 2023 
The Harley J. Van Cleave Research Award            April 2022 
UIUC, Department of Plant Biology Summer Stipend Award  April 2022, May 2021 
Plant Biology Travel Grant                 December 2021 
UIUC Graduate College Conference Travel Award              December 2021 
Texas A&M Non-Resident Graduate Competitive Fellowship             August 2019 
Texas A&M Graduate Travel Grant          August 2019 
Travis Parker & Robert Berg Graduate Geology Fellowship            July 2019 
Paleontological Society Student Ambassador Grant        August 2017 
Roux Scholarship              March 2017 
 

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 
 

Lakeram, S.R.,  Labandeira, C., Donovan, M., Elrick, S., and Punyasena S. W., A Coprolite 
Morphotypes of Terrestrial Arthropods in Pennsylvanian Coal Balls and their Potential 
Producers. In preparation to be submitted to Palaios.  
 
Lakeram, S.R., and Raymond, A., A, Pollinivory in Mid-Pennsylvanian Cordaitean Pollen 
Cones. In preparation to be submitted to Palaios.  
 
Lakeram, S.R.,  Labandeira, C., Donovan, M., Elrick, S., and Punyasena S.W., A 
coprolite-filled boring: insight into the life history of  Pennsylvanian Arthropod. Submitted to the 
Journal of Paleontology.  
 
Lakeram, S.R., S. Elrick, and S. W. Punyasena. 2023. Review of the cellulose acetate peel 
method and the physical and digital curation of coal balls. Applications in Plant Sciences. 11(6): 
e11556.https://doi.org/10.1002/aps3.11556. 
 
Nelson, W.J., DiMichele, W.A., Wilson, B., Wilson, D., Lakeram, S.R. and Elrick, S.D., 2022. 
Pennsylvanian-Age Cordaitalean Wood from Knoxville, Iowa. New Mexico Museum of Natural 
History and Science Bulletin. 8(90) p.309-319. 
 
Lakeram, S., Plitnick, T., Chernoff, D., Marsellos, A.E., Tsakiri, K.G., 2018. Flood forecasting 
of water discharge at Freeman’s Bridge in Schenectady, New York. Proceedings of the 2018 
Mohawk Watershed, Schenectady, NY, ISBN: 978-1-939968-17-3, v.10:35-37. 
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Gogos, I., Shire, K., Lakeram, S.R., Marsellos, A.E., Tsakiri, K.G., 2018. Forecasting of water 
discharge using atmospheric and hydrologic sensors to identify long-term high-risk periods in 
Herkimer County, NY. Proceedings of the 2018 Mohawk Watershed, Schenectady, NY, ISBN: 
978-1-939968-17-3, v.10:29-32. 
 
Pascucci, T., Chernoff, D., Lakeram, S.R., & Marsellos, A.E., 2017. Statistical analysis of 
damage to local businesses due to flooding events along the Mohawk River valley in 
Amsterdam, New York. Proceedings from the Mohawk Watershed 2017, p. 50-52 ISBN: 
978-1-938868-12-8.  
 

IMAGE DATASETS 
 

Lakeram, Scott, 2019. Cordaitean Predation Photos 2019: Mounted Peels, Harvard Collection. 
Texas A&M University. Libraries. Available electronically from 
https://oaktrust.library.tamu.edu/handle/1969.1/187628 
 
Lakeram, Scott, 2019. Cordaitean Predation Photos 2019: Unmounted Peels, Wild Cones. Texas 
A&M University. Libraries. Available electronically from 
https://oaktrust.library.tamu.edu/handle/1969.1/187660http:/handle/1969.1/187627 
 

PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS 
 

Lakeram, S., Labandeira, C., Donovan, M., Elrick, S., Punyasena, S., 2024. A Taxonomic 
Classification and Diversity Assessments of Terrestrial Arthropod Coprolites in the Calhoun 
Coal Bed from Pennsylvanian Coal Balls. 12th North American Paleontological Convention, 
2024. Ann Arbor, MI., June 17-21.  
 
Beddow, H., Lakeram, S., Christie, M., Elrick, S., Obrad. J., Johnson., T., Punyasena, S., 2024. 
Assessing Geochemistry of Carboniferous Coal Balls Along the Equator. 12th North American 
Paleontological Convention, 2024. Ann Arbor, MI., June 17-21.   
 
Lakeram, S., Labandeira, C., Donovan, M., Elrick, S., Punyasena, S., 2024. Fecal-Filled 
Borings in a Psaronius Root Mat Coal Ball from the Mt. Rorah Coal Bed. Mid-Continent 
Paleobotanical Colloquium 2022. Field Museum. Chicago, IL. 12-14, April.    
 
Beddow, H., Lakeram, S., Christie, M., Elrick, S.D., Obrad, J., Johnson, T.M., Punyasena, S.W. 
2024. Assessing Geochemistry of Coal Balls on a Global Scale. Mid-Continent Paleobotanical 
Colloquium 2022. Field Museum. Chicago, IL. 12-14, April.    
 
Bortell, E., Davis, S., Martinez, P., Perlstein, B., Melrose, A., Spaete, E., Christie, M., Beddow, 
H., Lakeram, S., Johnson, T., Elrick, S., Obrad, J., Punyasena, S. 2024. Assessing Diagenesis in 
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Carboniferous Coal Balls. Mid-Continent Paleobotanical Colloquium 2022. Field Museum. 
Chicago, IL. 12-14, April.  
 
Lakeram, S., Punyasena, S., 2023.  Fecal-Filled Borings in a Psaronius Root Mat Coal Ball from 
the Mt. Rorah Coal Bed. Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 55, No. 6, 
2023, doi: 10.1130/abs/2023AM-395039 
 
Beddow, H., Christie, M., Lakeram, S., Bortell, E.M., Davis, S.C., Martinez, P.A., Elrick, S., 
Obrad, J., Punyasena, S.W., Stiegman, M.S., Johnson, T.M., 2023. Assessing Marine Influence in 
Carboniferous Coal Ball Formation with Strontium Isotopes. Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 55, No. 6, 2023, doi: 10.1130/abs/2023AM-395101 
 
Lakeram, S., Punyasena, S. W., 2022. The Paleobotanical Importance of Coal Balls: The 
Phillips Coal Ball Collection. Mid-Continent Paleobotanical Colloquium 2022. Oak Spring 
Garden Foundation. Upperville, VA. 20-22, May.     
 
Miller, B., Fortner, S.K., Lakeram, S., Leidman, S.Z., Peek, M., Perera, E.A., 2021. Unlearning 
Racism in Geosciences: A Case Study from the Juneau Icefield Research Program. Fall Meeting, 
American Geophysical Union Meeting, New Orleans, LA., 10-14 Dec. 
 
Lakeram, Scott, Muddiman, Benjamin, Dimichele, William, Donovan, Michael, Duijnstee, Ivo 
A.P., Elrick, Scott, Looy, Cynthia and Obrad, Jennifer, 2021. Comparing the Grid Analysis 
Method of Plant Bearing Coal Balls with Digital Image Analysis. Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs. Vol 53, No. 6, doi: 10.1130/abs/2021AM-367030.  
 
Lakeram, Scott, Punyasena, Surangi, Shivaguru, Mayandi, Elrick, Scott, 2021. Visualizing 
Ecological Data in Pennsylvanian Coal Balls using Computer Tomography (CT). Geological 
Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol 53, No. 6, doi: 10.1130/abs/2021AM-368634. 
 
Lakeram, Scott, Raymond, Anne, Bryant, Vaughn, Costanza, Suzanne, 2019. Pollen-Filled 
Coprolites in Middle Pennsylvanian Cordaitean Cones: Evidence for Early Pollinovory in 
Cordaiteans? Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 51, No. 5, doi: 
10.1130/abs/2019AM-337910. 
 
Lakeram, Scott, Raymond, Anne, 2019. Preliminary Analysis of Predation by Arthropods on 
Cordaites in Carboniferous Coal Balls. Ecological Integration Symposium, Texas A&M 
University, 4-5 April.  
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Grisaru, Nadia, Onnink, Carly, Lakeram, Scott, Markle, B.R., 2018. Identifying the Water 
Source of the Accumulation Zones for the Juneau Icefield. Fall Meeting, American 
Geophysical Union Meeting, Washington D.C., 10-14 Dec. 
 
Lakeram, Scott, Bennington, J. Bret and Radcliffe, Dennis, 2017. Geochemical and SEM 
analysis revealed no conclusive evidence that Morrison Formation silicified masses are 
herbivorous coprolites. Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 49, No. 6,  
doi: 10.1130/abs/2017AM-303914.  
 
S. Lakeram, D. Chernoff, T. Pascucci & A. Marsellos, 2017. GIS and statistical analysis of local 
business responses of flooding events along the Mohawk River valley in Amsterdam, New York. 
24th Long Island Geologist Conference 2017, Stony Brook, NY.  

 
Lakeram, Scott, Bennington, J Bret, 2016. Coprolites or pseudo coprolites? Preliminary 
analysis of perpetuated herbivorous coprolites from the Morrison Formation in Utah. Geological 
Society of America Abstracts with Programs. Vol. 48, No. 7, doi: 10.1130/abs/2016AM-287141.  
 

INVITED LECTURES 
 

State Microscopical Society of Illinois                March 28, 2025 
A glimpse into the fossil record of Pennsylvanian flora through coal balls.  
 
Phillips Lecture, UIUC Department of Geology               March 6, 2024 
Celebrating the legacy of Tom L. Phillips and the future of the world’s largest collection of 
Carboniferous-Permian coal balls. 
 
New York Paleontological Society, American Museum of Natural History          October 18, 2020 
Insights on Palynivory in Early Conifers from the Pennsylvanian Coal Record of Iowa.  
 
Guyanese Association of Greater Houston              October 13, 2019 
Dinosaurs aren’t just for kids, Adults call it Paleontology.   
 
New York Paleontological Society, American Museum of Natural History   May 20, 2018 
Coprolites or Pseudo-coprolites from the Morrison Formation? 
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History                                        Sep 2024 - present 
Research Fellow, Advisors: Dr. Conrad Labandeira and Dr. Bill Dimichele 

● Developing a tripartite food web for the Calhoun Coal Member to analyze the ecological 
interactions between early plants and terrestrial arthropods 
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● Aided in the curation of the Coal Ball collection 

 

Department of Plant Biology, University of Illinois Urbana Champaign   Aug 2020 - present 
Graduate Student, Advisors: Dr. Surangi Punyasena  
 

● Developed a workflow for imaging and digitally analyzing thin sections of Pennsylvanian 
coal balls using high-magnification microscopy 

● Developed a workflow for 3-D imaging of coal balls using Computer Tomography (CT) 
● Surveyed floral assemblages and arthropod trace fossils from coal members of the Illinois 

Basin 
● Classified arthropod fecal pellet types in the Calhoun Coal Member by comparing them 

with modern arthropod fecal pellets 
● Managed loans, organization, preservation, and curation of the Phillips coal ball 

collection 
● Oversaw digitization of slide collection (~7,000 samples) and managed 9 undergraduate 

research assistants per semester 
 

Department of Geology, Texas A&M University                                       Aug 2018 - Aug 2020 
Graduate Student, Dr. Anne Raymond 

● Analyzed and quantified the earliest known evidence of palynivory (pollen feeding) on 
Cordaitean pollen cones by terrestrial arthropods in Pennsylvanian coal balls from Iowa 

● Conducted palynological surveys and identified floral assemblages in Cliffland and 
Blackoak coal balls (Kalo Formation, Iowa) 

● SEM analysis of pollen grains and arthropod coprolites 
 

Juneau Icefield Research Program                                                         June 2018 - August 2018 
Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Brad Markle  

● Investigated water sources for accumulation zones on the Juneau Icefield by analyzing 
δ18O:16O and ²H isotopes from surface transects and ice cores 

 
Department of Geology, Hofstra University                                          January 2015 - June 2018 
Undergraduate Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Antonios Marsellos  

● Statistical forecasting and modeling of the Mohawk River in Upstate NY to predict 
flooding patterns  

 
 

Department of Geology, Hofstra University                                               Aug 2015 - May 2018 
Undergraduate Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. J. Bret Bennington  
 

● Applied geochemical techniques (XRD, XRF, EDS, and LOI) to analyze and quantify the 
elemental composition of large putative coprolites from the Morrison Formation, Utah 

● Examined the abrasive surface patterns indicative of gastroliths using SEM 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

University of Illinois, School of Integrative Biology                                      
Graduate Teaching Assistantship 
IB 271 Honors Organismal Biology                                                                  Spring 2022, 2024 
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IB 203 Ecology                                                                                                      Fall 2022, 2023 
IB 372 Honors Ecology and Ecology                                                                              Fall 2022 
IB 108 The Biology of Dinosaurs                                                                               Spring 2021 
IB 100 Biology in Today’s World Online                                                                        Fall 2020 
 
Try Engineering Summer Institute                                                                      July - August 2019 
Instructor               
                               
Hofstra University, Department of Geology              Fall 2017 
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant               
GEOL 133 Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology              
 
Hofstra University, Department of Music          
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant   
MUS 017 Intro to Sikh Musicology           Spring 2018 
MUS 020 Ensemble                 Fall 2017 
MUS 017 Intro to Sikh Musicology           Spring 2017 
MUS 004 Music Around the world and MUS 020 Ensemble               Fall 2016 
MUS 017 Intro to Sikh Musicology           Spring 2016 
MUS 180A Sikh Musicology and MUS 020 Ensemble                 Fall 2015 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH SUPERVISION 
*Represents Undergraduate Research Thesis 
 

Sarah Johnson*                  Fall 2022 - present 
Kaybrie Camp                      Fall 2022 - Spring 2024 
Matthew Zheng*                Spring 2023 - Fall 2023 
Jacob Chow*              Spring 2022 - Spring 2024 
Yeni Femi-Saliu             Spring 2023 
Abby Stiefvater                Fall 2022 - Spring 2023 
Sreelaya Bhamidi                 Spring 2022 - Fall 2022 
Ayo Dugbo                  Spring 2022 - Fall 2022 
Abeer Misbahuddin                 Spring 2022 - Fall 2022 
Madison Porter                 Fall 2021- Spring 2023  
Tyler Boutsikakis                 Fall 2021 
 

OUTREACH 
 

University of Illinois, Plants iView           September 2021 - Present 
Outreach Coordinator 
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Juneau Icefield Research Program              February 2021 - Present 
Alumni Advisory Committee Alumni Steering Committee 
  
Juneau Icefield Research Program        September 2020 - September 2022 
Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Steering Committee 
  
Department of Geology, Hofstra University                   October 15, 2021 
Hofstra GES Career Day 
 
Department of Geology, Hofstra University        May 13, 2021 
Hofstra GES Career Day 
 
Geological Society of America Annual Meeting- Phoenix, AZ           September, 2019  
Undergraduate Resume Mentor  
 
Texas A&M University Student Research Week                  March 2019 
Undergraduate Poster Judge  
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Botanical Society of America 
Geological Society of America 
Paleontological Society  
Sigma Gamma Epsilon 
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SCOTT LAKERAM 
(347)-975-1830 
lakeram2@illinois.edu 

2710 S Veitch St Apt 105 
Arlington, VA 2220 

 
References 

 
Dr. Surangi Punyasena 
Professor  
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Department of Plant Biology 
spunya1@illinois.edu 
Doctoral advisor  
 
Dr. Conrad Labandeira 
Senior Research Geologist and Curator of Fossil Arthropods 
Smithsonian National Natural History Museum, Department of Palaeobiology 
labandec@si.edu 
Predoctoral Advisor/Doctoral committee member  
 
Dr. Micheal Donovan  
Collections Manager 
Field Museum, Department of Paleobotany 
mdonovan@fieldmuseum.org 
Doctoral committee member 
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